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ABSTRACTS

From Cohabitation to Syncretism: Population Dynamics in Central-Southern Inner
Mongolia during the Eastern Zhou Period Zhang Xu « 4 -

Archaeology helps to deepen research on major fundamental issues of the
community for the Chinese nation. The indigenous populations of central-southern
Inner Mongolia primarily exhibited craniofacial features characteristic of the “Ancient
North China” type. Beginning in the Neolithic period, individuals of the “Ancient
Central Plains” type gradually migrated from the Central Plains into the region. In
the late Spring and Autumn period, as the Central Plains regimes weakened, nomadic
groups with “ Ancient Mongolian Plateau” features advanced southward from the
northern steppes, introducing pastoral lifestyles and diversifying the local population
structure. To defend against incursions from these northern nomads, Central Plains
states organized large-scale frontier settlements as a defensive strategy. This led to a
unique period of coexistence among three distinct groups: the native “Ancient North
China” type, the Sinicized “Ancient Central Plains” type, and the nomadic “Ancient
Mongolian Plateau” type. By the mid-to-late Warring States period, as northern
tribal power waned, Central Plains rulers promoted integration through political
policies and interethnic marriage, accelerating the fusion of populations and the
unification of farming and pastoral economies, thereby fostering stable social and
economic development. The study of this archaeological discovery provides an
important academic support for an in-depth interpretation of the sense of community
for the Chinese nation.

Leapfrog of Underdeveloped Agricultural Regions amid Industrialization—Investigation
of Agricultural Transformation in the Farming-Pastoral Ecotone Wang Juan « 22 -«

China’ s vast geography has shaped a diverse, regionally specific array of
agricultural practices. In traditional agriculture, the farming-pastoral ecotone—
centered on the 400 mm isohyet and the eastern edge of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau—
was long underdeveloped. Limited water and heat resources, combined with a sparse
labor force, had historically led to an extensive production system focused on dryland
cereals. Since the late 1990s, however, a capital- and labor-intensive vegetable
industry has gradually emerged in this region, securing a significant role in China’s
national agricultural landscape. This shift did not stem from the steady advancement
of local agriculture, but was instead driven by industrialization-related factors,
including advancements in the macro-technical environment, large-scale labor
migration, and the expansion of nationwide markets. This shift demonstrates how
industrialization can catalyze leapfrog development in underdeveloped agricultural
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