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Analysis of Yuan Dynasty Porcelain Unearthed or Recovered

from Water in West Asia: An Investigation into Site Distribution,
Combination of Porcelain Wares, and Mode of Export
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Abstract: A large amount of Yuan dynasty porcelain has been unearthed or recovered from water
in West Asia. Sites far away from the Indian Ocean reveal a combination of celadon wares from the
Longquan kilns in Zhejiang, and bluish-white-glazed, egg-white-glazed, or blue-and-white porcelain
from the Jingdezhen kilns in Jiangxi. At port sites and shipwrecks near the Indian Ocean, in addition
to the above porcelain types, there are a certain number of kiln products from Fujian and Guangdong
as well as products in the style of Cizhou ware. Combinations of porcelain in these two regions
resulted from profit-driven market selections. Based on the visual features of porcelain wares and the
distribution of archaeological sites, by reference to related literature, it can be inferred that there were
three transportation routes: sea, land, and sea-land. In addition to direct trade, a relay trade model was
also formed around regional node cities such as Minab and Hormuz Island in Iran and Wasit in Iraq.
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