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Abstract: This paper proposes that the Northwest Lupo No. 1 shipwreck likely dates to the Jiajing period of
the Ming Dynasty. This conclusion is based on the association between Jiajing—period artifacts recovered from
Ming tombs in Fuyu, Jilin, and Luoyang, Henan, and similar relics found in the shipwreck. By comparing the
shipwreck’ s artifacts with a range of archaeologically dated shipwrecks, tombs, and marked artifacts, it is
inferred that the ship dates from the late Jiajing to the Longqing period of the Ming Dynasty. This dating
aligns closely with the inscription “Bingyinnianzao” (made in the year of Bingyin, 1566) found on the bottom
of a red and green bowl unearthed from the shipwreck. Therefore, the Northwest Lupo No. 1 may represent
one of the earliest ships to sail following the Ming Dynasty’ s maritime opening, making it highly significant
for the study of China’s diplomatic history and maritime trade.

Keywords: Northwest Lupo No. 1 shipwreck, late Jiajing to Longqing, 1566
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