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The Making of the ‘Nanhai 1’ Shipwreck Site Analyzed from
Archaeological Perspective

Chen Jingyun Xiao Dashun

ABSTRACT: The protection and excavation project of ‘Nanhai 1’ shipwreck discovered in
1987 in the waters between Taishan and Yangjiang in Guangdong Province starts at the end
of 2013, the accumulated stuff covering the ship and cargoes has got cleared away in 2015.
The cleaning-up process is implemented in the way that the field archaeological excavation
goes that reveals the ship-sinking, waters turbulence strikes and the marine organisms
erosion and silt burial to the vessel, and some unexpected finds as well. The project involves
underwater survey, archaeological excavation of the ship hull and salvage all the way
successively. It is nearly impossible to figure out what disasters the ships had run into before
sinking and how much they are damaged by ocean movements and attacks from modern
trawl fishery operations consequently. So it is much significant of the ‘Nanhai 1’ to be salved
and moved with the accumulated mud surrounding it as a whole to the Guangdong Maritime
Silk Road Museum for the better protection and examination using field archaeological
method. The case study surely contributes to the underwater archaeological investigation of
shipwrecks this way.

KEYWORDS: ‘Nanhai 1’; shipwreck site; archaeological chronology; stratigraphy

An Analysis on the Porcelain Objects Unearthed at Qinglongzhen Site
in Shanghai

Wang Jianwen

ABSTRACT: The Town of Qinglongzhen in Shanghai once played as a trading port of the
Tang and Song dynasties as is recorded in historical archives. Since 2010, the Archaeological
Research Department of Shanghai Museum has implemented archaeological investigation
and excavation to the site resulting in the discovery of a large number of pottery and
porcelain objects. This paper focuses on the origins and chronology of the assemblage
of porcelain sets through the test and analysis of the selected porcelain pieces as the
representative samples to present the networks of Qinglongzhen Town as well as its role as
a trading port of East Asian in history.

KEYWORDS: Ruins of Qinglong Town; port; porcelain; chronology and assemblage
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