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The Beginning of Chinese Ceramics Export —— The Land and Sea
Trade during the Middle Tang Dynasty

Qin Dashu Li Hanxiao

ABSTRACT: This thesis probes into the beginning of Chinese ceramics large-scale export
from the middle Tang Dynasty (the latter half of the 8" to the early 9" centuries) when
the ceramics got exported on a large scale as commodity overseas by land and sea, as is
documented and confirmed in both literature and archaeological materials. But soon later,
the shipment mostly took sea instead of land. The export ceramic products of initial stage
were mainly sourced from the Gongyi kilns such as the white wares, the Sancai wares and
the white wares with green splashes, some of which were exported by land to the Central
Asia by The History of Beyhaqi ( « DUFHIGETHI » ). It is confirmed by archaeological materials
that the majority of Chinese porcelain with the Tang tri-colored (Sancai) pottery as the
representative was sold to East Asia, Southeast Asia, South Asia and West Asia by sea during
the middle Tang Dynasty. The archaeological materials from East Asia support that there were
already considerable exports in the later period of the prosperous Tang Dynasty, the vast
majority of the discovered objects in Indian Ocean region date back to the late Tang Dynasty
whereas. It means the range of maritime trade and business is expanding along multi-
routes. The combination of archaeological findings and historical literature uncovers the
scale, the routes of shipment and the characteristics of Chinese ceramics export during the
middle Tang period, during which the government promotion and folk trade jointly laid the
foundation for an overall prosperity of ceramic exports during the period from the late Tang
to the Five Dynasties.

KEYWORDS: ceramics export; the middle Tang Dynasty; maritime trade; land
trade; The History of Beyhaqi ( <« UIIAZTH » )

On Sino-Southeast Asia Maritime Intercourses over the Han to the
Six Dynasties

Yu Yongjian Qin Dashu Gao Xianping

ABSTRACT: This thesis proceeds with the maritime routes to the Malay Peninsula’s Kra
Isthmus and Malacca Strait regions included in the ‘Treatise on Geography’ of the Book of Han’
( <45« P& » ) to analyze the beginnings of maritime trans-regional trade between
China and Southeast Asian countries concerning shipment and major route changes by
examining ceramic artifacts excavated from ancient port sites, excavated objects and
museum collections in Vietnam, Thailand, the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra Island, and Java
Island. Archaeological evidence and historical literature suggest that China had established
maritime networks with Southeast Asian countries no later than the 2™ century reaching
as far as the Indian subcontinent, which facilitated personnel exchanges and trades. During
the 2™-4™ centuries, the main trade route between China and Southeast Asian nations ran
along the Indochinese Peninsula into the Gulf of Thailand, which was then connected to
the northern Indian Ocean via the Kra Isthmus or nearby narrow land passages. During the
56" centuries, with the navigation capability improving and the port city-states rising
along the Malacca Strait, this region became a node in stable trade networks and religious
transmission channels. Before the rise of the Srivijaya Kingdom, early polities in Sumatra

The article Chinese appears

from page 0o4 to 020.

The article Chinese appears

from page 021 to 031.

English abstract of the articles

https://www. cnki1. net

159



The article Chinese appears

from page 032 to 041.

The article Chinese appears

from page 042 to 054.

160

H ] R RN

Palace Museum Journal

and Java had already begun maritime trade with China. This historical progression provides
evidence for maritime route changes in Southeast Asia and offers cultural and geopolitical
perspectives for understanding the relationship between Southeast Asian countries and
China.

KEYWORDS: the Han to the Six Dynasties; maritime silk road; land-sea combined
transportation routes; Malacca Strait; trade pattern changes

The Excavated Commercial Ceramics at the Shuomen Ancient Port
Site in Wenzhou and the Related Issues Considered

Liang Yanhua Zhu Guanxing

ABSTRACT: This thesis presents in outline the discarded piles of commercial ceramics of
types excavated at the site of the Shuomen Ancient Port, pointing that there used to be two
commodity transaction markets in the central and western sites. The unearthed objects
in proportion, birthplace as well as the stratigraphic phenomenon indicate considerable
reduction in the quantity of the Southern-Song Longquan ceramics.

KEYWORDS: the Shuomen Ancient Port Site; the Longquan kiln/ware; commercial
ceramics

On the Ceramics Exclusive for the Early Lé Palace of Annam in the
15" Century

Gao Xianping Shao Xin

ABSTRACT: The increasing number of ceramic objects with exceptional class and quality
discovered at the Thang Long Imperial Citadel site in Vietnam ever since 2002 has drawn
scholars’ attention to the court porcelain of the Later Le Dynasty of Annam (Pai Viét) from a
new perspective. Of the excavated objects are there a large quantity of official-styled ceramics
decorated with dragon and phoenix motifs, which are contrasted and analyzed scientifically
with the imperial porcelain fired in the Jingdezhen imperial kilns. But, But, compared with
the porcelain unearthed from the tombs and palace of the Ming Dynasty princes in recent
years, and by the ritual hierarchy under the tribute system of the Ming Dynasty, this type of
Vietnamese ceramics closely resembles to the early Ming dynasty’s ‘princely ceramics’ ( i
) . The emergence of the ceramic tradition can be traced to a confluence of factors,
including the unique political context of the 15"-century Annam (aligned with the early-mid
Ming period), its historical ceramic traditions, intensive cultural and personnel exchanges
with the Ming Dynasty as well as evolving state policies and nascent ethnic consciousness.

KEYWORDS: the Early Lé Dynasty of Annam; Thang Long Imperial Citadel site; court
ceramics, princely ceramics
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