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Research on the Function and Related Issues of the Shaft—hole Battle
Axes in the Eastern Eurasian Steppe: A Contextual Analysis from
Steppe Warrior Tombs During the First Millennium BC

Zhang Wenshan' Shao Huiqiu®
(1. College of History and Culture, Hebei Normal University; Key Laboratory of Oriental
Human Origins and Civilization Exploration in Hebei Province 2. The Collaborative Research
Centre for Archaeological of the Silk Roads)

ABSTRACT: Building on the existing research, this paper conducts a comprehensive analysis of the contextual
archaeological aspects related to the shaft—hole battle axes, including its excavation environment, burial
characteristics, gender of the deceased, and the assemblage of artifacts. Based on this analysis, the paper
discusses the functions of the shaft—hole battle axes and attempts to reveal the social status and values of the
warrior class in the eastern Eurasian steppe.
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