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ABSTRACT: This study examines a distinctive type of eave imbrex unearthed from the Zuling Mausoleum of the Liao
Dynasty, characterized by its attachment to a circular tile tube at the rear. Through analysis of placement methods, production
techniques, and typological dating, the paper situates this form of tile within a broader historical sequence. Comparative study
with similar tile materials suggests that special eave imbrexes can be categorized into three main types—straight cylinder,
curved back, and bent angle—ranging in chronology from the Northern and Southern Dynasties to the Song and Liao periods.
The Zuling example belongs to the straight-cylinder type, which is amongst the concentrated and systematic discoveries of such
tile in archaeological excavations. It reflects both continuity and transformation in architectural ridge ornamentation from the
Tang to the Liao Dynasty. Its emergence also signifies the decline of the traditional curved-back form in Northeast China. The
widespread use and long duration of this type during the Liao Dynasty indicate a distinctive developmental trajectory in ridge

decoration, diverging from that of the Song architectural tradition.
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