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ABSTRACT: Coconuts served as a critical water and food source during the Austronesian expansion

across the Pacific. Archacobotanical evidence from the Southwest Pacific indicates that Austronesian people

likely initiated coconut domestication upon reaching the Bismarck Archipelago around 3300 BP. The pre-

colonial distribution of coconuts potentially delineates historical Austronesian migration trajectories. Coconuts

were introduced into China during the Qin-Han period via Vietnam, as is archacologically substantiated by the

discovery of a Western Han coconut-shell spoon at the Phu Chanbh site in Vietnam.
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