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from the imagery lotus flowers transformed as beings in the faith of Buddhism, evolves into
secular presentation with the Lotus Branch Boy or other kinds of flower-branch boys, and
prevails later. This imagery lotus from Buddhist religion to folk culture makes the Lianzi
image popular among the people.

KEYWORDS: lianzi image; lotus rebirth; reproduction of offspring; Jin-Dynasty copper
mirror

On The Han-Buddhist New-Styled Manjusri Image in Gutshavi
Lhakhang Monastery of Qinghai Province and the Role of The Same
Themed-Images Spreading from Inland into Tibet Region under the
Yuan-Ming Dynasty

Xiong Wenbin Tenzin Yangkar

ABSTRACT: The contrast analysis between the Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri mural-
image discovered in Gutshavi Lhakhang Monastery in Chengduo County of Qinghai
Province and seven same themed-artworks of Tibet and the new-styled Manjusri images
of inland indicates that the Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri mural-image in Gutshavi
Lhakhang plays as an important evidence to the introduction of the same themed images
into Chengduo that connects the mainland to Tibet since the Tang Dynasty. Moreover,
the combination of the Yuan-dynasty Tibetan Buddhist leader Phagspa’s belief in Wutai
Mountain and Bodhisattva Manjusri and his activities in Chengduo with the impact of the
earliest Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri images on the Tibetan Buddhist art of ‘Wuwei
Thangkha’ confirms that the Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri mural-image in Gutshavi
Lhakhang plays a bridging role in the spread of this themed-image from the inland to Tibet.
No direct evidences have been gathered yet to support the existing monastery is constructed
in the Yuan Dynasty, but the earlier murals inside are identified to be aged to the 15%
century by style. The discovery of the Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri mural-image in
Chengduo fills in the gap in the study on the spreading routes from the inland to Tibet
region, so it is of academic value for probes into the exchanges and intercommunication
between the inland and Tibet region during the Yuan and Ming Dynasties.

KEYWORDS: Gutshavi Lhakhang Monastery; the Han-Buddhist new-styled Manjusri
image; Tibet; inland; Yuan Dynasty; the route of communication
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