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Mapping All Under Heaven: The relationship between maps of Western Regions

and the Yu-diHu during the Han Dynasty Wang Ze (1)

Abstract: Maps serve as the vehicle for political identity and cultural integration. The maps of West—
ern Regions during the Han dynasty originated from envoy reports surveys conducted during agricultural
and hydraulic projects as well as map submissions following the subjugation of the Western Regions. The
central government possessed various maps of the Western Regions from multiple sources. In the Yu-di+u
( ) of Han which functioned as the comprehensive cartographic representation of the dynasty it
was essential to give Western Regions an accurately depiction. The Yu-di~+u mainly illustrate the bounda—
ries of commanderies and kingdoms. They were updated in accordance with territorial expansion or con—
traction. The Yumen Pass which marked the end point of Han commandery jurisdiction should have
been clearly indicated on these maps. The mapping of commanderies and the Western Regions should dif-
fer in forms as well. The cartography of Han court exhibited a tendency of incorporating geographic infor—
mation beyond the commandery system. lts Yu-di—+u selectively included certain locations of Western Re—
gions and of the Xiongnu territory resulting in a cartographic tradition characterised by the detailed de-
piction of centre and simplified representations of peripheries. This reflects a pluralistic concept of " All
Under Heaven".

Keywords: The map of Western Regions; Yu-di—u; Territoriality; The concept of " All Under Heaven"

New officer in the homeland: A preliminary investigation of policies of newly established
frontiers in Xi-zhou Tang dynasty-centring on the Epitaph of Hou Renkai
Zhang Yong ( 14)

Crisis response and local governance: A study of the issue of commercial pass

in Southern Xinjiang during the Republican era Chen Fulin (21)

Abstract: In the late Qing and early Republican era Russia and Britain recklessly issued commer—
cial passes in Xinjiang particularly in the southern region severely undermining the national sovereign—
ty of China. In the early years of the Republic the local government of Xinjiang adopted the resolute atti—
tude of regulating or prohibiting the use of such passes. They extensively communicated with the central
government through telegrams and negotiated with Russian and British consulates simultaneously imple—
menting measures such as banning the use of commercial passes as proof of emigration verifying nation—
ality standardising emigration procedures and pleading pass holders to surrender their docu-
ments. These efforts aimed to curb the adversity caused by the passes. Against the backdrop of a sover—
eignty crisis these responses significantly enhanced the efficiency of local governance. After the October
Revolution  the issue of Russian commercial passes was resolved  but Britain continued to transgress the
sovereignty of China through occasional use of such passes. In the mid-to-ate phases of Republican era
as Sino-British relations evolved  British imperialism was gradually eliminated from Xinjiang and the is—
sue of commercial pass eventually disappeared.

Keywords: Southern Xinjiang; Commercial pass; Responsive measures; Local governance; the

Republican history of Xinjiang

Significant advances in the research of early bronzes of China — - on the publication
of Silk Road Bronzes. The Tianshan volume Lin Yun (38)

From the Eastern Tianshan to the Altai: A new examination of the origin
of the Pazyryk culture Song Jiawen Shao Huigiu Mu Jinshan (42)

Abstract: This article explores the deep connections between archaeological cultures of the Eastern
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Tianshan region represented by the Yanghai Cemetery and the Pazyryk culture. Through both material and
ideological dimensions it demonstrates the early population migration and cultural transmission from the
Eastern Tianshan to the Altai. Unlike previous studies that mainly focused on the influences of the south—
ward-expanding Pazyryk culture on Xinjiang this article emphasises that the eastern Tianshan population
represented by the Yanghai cemetery was not only one of the key sources of the Pazyryk people but also
played a crucial role in the formation of their culture. This region was characterised by the mutuality of
cultural interactions which further confirms the pivotal position of the Eastern Tianshan-Altai corridor in
the East-West cultural exchange.
Keywords: Pazyryk Culture; Yanghai cemetery; Archaeological culture

New discoveries and preliminary research from the 2023 —2024 archaeological excavations
in the Tushkan River Valley Xinjiang Alimu Abudu Alifujiang Niyazi ( 56)

Reconsidering the question of " Kanishka's Promotion of Buddhism" Pang Xiaoxiao (61)

Abstract: The Kushan king who most likely supported the fourth Buddhist council in Kashmir
should still be Kanishka I. His reign marked the zenith of the Kushan Empire whose territorial extent
and economic strength were most consistent with the Records of the Western Regions. The two newly dis—
covered synonymous Kushan kings faced various internal and external challenges making them unlike—
ly candidates for hosting the council. Although Kanishka I showed limited personal interest in Buddhism
and convened the council only to appease domestic Buddhist communities  this event objectively contrib—
uted to the emergence of Mahayana Buddhism during his reign. The Sarvastivada school was the main—
stream Buddhist sect in the Kushan Empire and the main participants in the Kashmir council belonged
to this tradition.

Keywords: Kanishka; Kushan; Kashmir Council; Kanishka’s Promotion of Buddhism; the Re—

cords of the Western Regions

A Sanskrit-Chinese comparative study based on newly revised Diamond Sutra manuscript
in the British Library — - centring on Kumarajiva’'s translation Fan Muyou (72)

Collation and reconstruction of Samadhiraja Sdtra manuscripts unearthed in Dunhuang

and Turfan - - With a discussion on the returned Khotanese Buddhist texts translated

during the Southern Dynasty Fan Xiaoyang (82)

Abstract: The Chinese manuscript of the Samadhiraja Siitra was compiled in Jiangzhou Southern
Chen in the 6" year of Tiania ( ) era (565) . Among the 190 known manuscript fragments of
this sutra unearthed in Dunhuang and Turfan and held in public and private collections at home and a—
broad 19 new sections that can be collated are identified. These manuscripts date from the Gaochang
Kingdom through the late Tang and Five Dynasties periods. This phenomenon suggests that Khotanese
Buddhist texts that were translated during the Southern Dynasties like the Samadhiraja Sitra already re—
turned to the Hexi Corridor and Western Regions as early as the Gaochang period. This reflects that it was
the same sutra of different languages that underwent the process of " Khotan compilation-introduction to
the Southern Dynasties—return to the Western Regions". Organising the manuscripts of Samadhiraja Sitra
help to not only reconstruct its transmission process in history but also to serves as a characteristic Bud-
dhist text for studying topics such as the Sinicization of Buddhism and the return of Chinese Buddhism to
the Western Regions.

Keywords: Samadhiraja Sitra; Dunhuang; Turfan; Return of Buddhism; Khotanese Buddhist

texts, Sinicization of Buddhism
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