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Research on the Ming Dynasty Blue and White Porcelain
Discovered in Korean Peninsula and the Related Issues

KIM Eunju CHEN Tian-min

Blue and white porcelains of the Ming Dynasty were important commodities in global tribute
and smuggling trade, especially for neighboring the Joseon Dynasty, which was highly sought
after by different ranks. Based on the regional and chronological analysis of the archaeological
and historical documents, this paper reveals that Joseon, unlike Ryukyu Province (Okinawa),
Japan, Southeast Asia, and the West, was not actively involved in large-scale maritime trade,
focusing on small-scale land-based envoys’ trade from Beijing to Hanseong (Seoul). The
tribute trade predominated in the early Ming Dynasty, and the smuggling trade rose since the
mid-Ming Dynasty. By the late Ming Dynasty, the trade gradually declined under the influence

of diplomacy and war.



