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ABSTRACT: Notable similarities emerge between Chinese civilization during incipient and early

developmental periods and Mesoamerican civilization: cosmological order fundamentally legitimized social

order, with representations of cosmological order dictating the planning of core sites and ceremonial centers;

both regions emphasized the social developmental trajectory of religious authority, where leaders functioned

as paramount mediators between celestial and terrestrial realms. However, these parallels do not validate K.C.

Chang’s dichotomous model of “continuum” versus “rupture” in civilizational trajectories. The most promising

contribution of researching the origins of Chinese civilization to general social theory likely lies in elucidating

how religious concepts were transformed into a distinctive Chinese political wisdom that forged a unified

civilizational model.
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