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ABSTRACT: The prehistoric city sites discovered in the middle reaches of Yangtze River to date
showed three types of pattern: single settlements, double settlements and multiple settlements. The
features, development routes and natures of these three types are all different from each other. The or
ganization patterns of the city sites and the settlements nearby them decided the natures of the settlement
clusters centered by the city sites. T he emergence and development of the city sites in various settlement
cluster patterns brought about the reorganizing and reassembling of the prehistoric kinship societies,
which is also the mainstream of the evolutions of the late prehistoric societies in the middle reaches of
Yangtze River. Finally, along with the developing of some city sites into territorial societies, the earliest

civilized archaic states appeared.
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