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The Liangzhu: A Comprehensive Ancient Culture of Theocracy
SONG Jian

(Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, 200003)

Abstract: The Liangzhu society was ruled by thearchy and the jade cong represented the material form
of the divining right; owning a jade cong implied the ownership of the thearchy. Cutting off a jade cong signi-
fied and verified the endowment of thearchy. The statuses of the settlements within the Liangzhu society,
which are believed to have tied closely to the way that the jade cong was received, may be divided into four
levels. The use of jade cong—s and jade yue—s represented the shifting of power structure. Generally, in the
early periods of Liangzhu Culture, there were established rules regulating the use of jade indicating a central-
ized political structure and implying the powerful control over the sub—level settlements; in the late periods
such rules regarding jade use became loose and the regime was decentralized with multiple powers co—exist-
ing, indicating the splitting of a political power into a series of ones.

Key words: Liangzhu; thearchy; ancient state; jade cong; settlement status; jade yue
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