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Abstract: Huanbei and Yinxu are two capital sites, dating to the middle and late Shang periods respectively.
These two urban sites are contiguous in space and chronology, but different in layout, which are of two
distinguished systems of urban planning. Based on the latest archaeological discoveries and research, this
paper discusses the spatial planning, construction characteristics and changes of the two city sites. In the late
phase of the early period, the Huanbei city site was planned and founded, the construction of which was
discontinued soon afterwards. In the late Huangbei period, the Shang king moved back here and launched
new constructions. The Huanbei city site was abandoned in the end, followed by the construction of the Yinxu
site. In other words, the fall of the Huanbei site marked the rise of the Yinxu settlement.

Keywords: Huanbei city site of the Shang dynasty, Yinxu, construction, change
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