M5 TR T AR US A i )5

9 &
rPEH SR AR ST, dEst 100710

Abstract: Marriage system is an important component of the social life research. In the past, the studies on
the marriage modes of the Shang Dynasty were mostly referring to the oracle bone inscriptions and burial
data. The viewpoints in the academic field on the marriage modes of the kings and high—ranking elites of the
Shang Dynasty have no disagreements, and it is usually agreed that they were multi-—concubine mode based
on monogamy. However, on the marriage mode of the common people of the Shang Dynasty, there were rather
many disagreements. Along with the accumulating of archaeological data, in recent a decade or so, many
multi-room ground-level or semi-subterranean architectural foundations have been found at the Yinxu Site.
In these multi—room house foundations, there were narrow sleeping platform, one or two hearths, the volumes
of the cooking vessels - the pottery li-cauldron — unearthed from which were only enough for serving one
person. Therefore, it can be concluded that the common people, who took the absolute majority of the
population in the society of the Shang Dynasty represented by the Yinxu Site, were in the marriage system of
loose monogamy, if there really was.

Keywords: Multi-roomArchitecturalRemains; CookingVessel; Shang Dynasty; Marriage Modes
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