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Abstract: Basing on archaeological excavations and combining with historic literary records, in this article the author writes the
city gates of the capital of Sui-Tang dynasties, Chang’ an, whose construction, in terms of siting, shape and structure, inheriting
city layout mentioned in Rites of Zhou: Record of Trades and conventions of city gate construction prevailing during Han, Wei,
Southern and Northern dynasties. An innovation, building five doorways in a city gate, was also applied when the city gates of

Chang’ an were built. At the same time, the author probes into key issue such as the expansion, reduction, remolding of the city

gates during utilization, and the existence and establishment of side towers at the city gates and palace gates.
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