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From Archaeological Site to World Cultural Heritage: The Value Identification and

Protection of Liangzhu Ancient City
LIU Bin  WANG Ning-yuan CHEN Ming—hui

(Zhejiang Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310014)

Abstract: The archaeological excavation work of the Liangzhu Ancient City Site conducted over the

past eighty years has fully revealed the important value of the site. It proves that it was the capital city site of

Liangzhu civilization, a holy place of more than 5,000 years of civilization, and a large—scale world—class

city site. The value of the site has been highly recognized in domestic and international academic circles.

With the support and efforts of all parties, the protection of the Liangzhu ancient city site has been continu-

ously promoted along with the development of archaeological work, and has gained remarkable achieve-

ments. Since 2012, with the site’s bid for being listed as World Heritage, the renovation of Liangzhu Museum’s

displays, and the construction of the Liangzhu Archaeological Park, Liangzhu Ancient City Site has entered a

new era of all—around presentation and utilization.

Key words: Liangzhu Ancient City; archaeology; Liangzhu archaeology; archaeological site; World cul-

tural Heritage; value identification; protection and utilization; presentation; World Heritage bid
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