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New Insights into Building Complex at Fengchu
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Abstract: The author attempts to give a typological analysis of building foundation no. 3 (F3), which
was excavated at Fengchu, Shaanxi province in 2014, building A at Fengchu and Yuntang-Qizhen and
Shaochen building complexes. The locations of the three building complexes in Zhouyuan settlements are
explored. It is pointed out that building A was first built in the early Western Zhou dynasty; early large-
scale building foundations of the Zhou people (building complex at Fengchu) were imitation of Shang
architectural style. By referring to the process of Western Zhou bronze casting, the author finds out that
the same applies to large-scale buildings, i.e. Fengchu building complex (early Western Zhou) shows
Shang architectural influences, Shaochen building complex (mid Western Zhou) shows Zhou cultural
features, while Yuntang-Qizhen building complex (late Western Zhou) and Majiazhuang ancestral
temple (Qin state) are continuation of the Zhou style. It is believed that building complex at Fengchu was
designed by the Shang people and used by the Zhou king or his representative at Zhouyuan.
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