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Abstract: The luocheng (outer district of the city) of Yangzhou in the Tang dynasty is the walled area
evolving from a spontaneously sprouted market town and an elaborately planned metropolis built in line
with local conditions. By introducing the basic information of the ramparts, moats, central axis, layout
and the canal, this article discusses the location of the Huainan Canal within the area and points out that
the four boundaries and the central axis are closely related to the canals constructed during the Sui, Tang
and earlier dynasties. The forming of the luocheng keeps in pace with the development of its surrounding
water network. Though influenced by the neat layout of the two capitals Chang’an and Luoyang, the
luocheng of Yangzhou is more of a typical southern canal-centered city with equally developed land and
water transportation. There are also evident signs of the city developing from a medieval politics-based
city with blocked neighborhood (also known as Lifang Unit System) to an open business-based one. The
location of the Huainan Canal within the liuocheng might be on the waterway of the Wenhe River, the
central axis of the luocheng, yet there is also a possibility of being along the Erdache River on the west
of Wenhe. Being a choke point of the Grand Canal, the Yangzhou city in the Tang dynasty gradually

expands into a global metropolis due to the growing prosperity of the waterborne trade.

Key Words: Yangzhou city; luocheng of the Tang dynasty; four boundaries; central axis; canal;
Huainan Canal
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