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Abstract: The discovery of the capital of Puyang Wei State has been regarded as a major archaeological achievement. However,
no evidence of the city gates has been revealed during trial diggings and exploration. According to the city’ s layout and scale, a
description, “Of the ten gates in the capital of Wei State, eight are blocked and two are destroyed” , in Intrigues of the Warring
States, traces of remains as well as the distribution of modern-day villages,it has been speculated that the ramparts of this capital
city used to have ten gates. The east side and the west side each had three gates; the south side and the north side respectively had
two gates. The exact positions of each gate can be inferred by observing the distribution of modern-day villages. The investigation
into city gates of the capital of Puyang Wei State benefits future field work and is of universal methodological significance. Trace
analysis, a method devised on the basis of the experience acquired during exploration of ancient cities stacked under present-
day cities, can be applied to locating and excavating ancient cities lying under modern-day villages. Traces of ancient cities are
reflected by the name and location of a modern-day village, the nickname of a certain field, the topography, efc.. Promoting trace
analysis in the countryside contributes to field archaeology, which is aimed at revealing ancient cities buried deep under the ground
in Huang-Huai-Hai Plain and also in other districts. A city, where there were ten gates, was rarely seen in ancient China. It may be

a variant of the imperial city with twelve city gates, as is recorded in Book of Diverse Crafts.
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