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Abstract: The heaven—and—earth worship and ancestral worship were of great significance for the Chinese
emperors. The Luoyang city of the Han and Wei periods was the capital during a series of dynasties ever
since the Eastern Zhou period. Rooted in its central location and historical importance, a number of
fundamental ritual cultures, institution, mortuary customs and religious beliefs were launched in the Luoyang
city. The author, combining historical records with archaeological discoveries, investigates the spacial
distribution of the ritual architectures.

Keywords: Luoyang city of the Han and Wei periods, Eastern Han Dynasty, Caowei, Western Jin, Northern

Wei, ritual architecture
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