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Abstract: The existence forms of ethnic groups in Yin Ruins show obvious diversity. The clans of
Bing, Rong, Shi, Juan and Xi in Yin Ruins were nuclear families without independent settlement. The
judgment of “clan graveyard”, which is the basis of the cognition of the clan pattern, is untenable.
There are many nuclear families or extended family level ethnic groups in Xiaomintun cemetery,
which should be a public cemetery in general. Therefore, the “clan-town pattern” hypothesis has
limitations in understanding the layout of Yin capital. The handicraft workshop sites found in Yin
Ruins are large in scale and densely distributed. The operation chain remains such as workshops
often coexist with the living remains such as residences and cemeteries, forming an archaeological
situation where the remains such as residence, production and burial coexist in the same area,
which is the embodiment of the “integration of work, residence and burial” of the grass-roots social
organizations at that time. This article proposes to use the “workshop area mode” to refer to the
unique settlement form and grass-roots social organization of the integration of industry, residence
and burial in Yin capital. Under the control of the Shang royal family, the industrial workshop area
is engaged in handicraft production activities by people beyond consanguinity. This is an important

feature of Yin Ruins, which is different from other settlements in the late Shang dynasty.
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