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Abstract: To build enclosed ring—shaped levees surrounding cities was one of the major methods in the
ancient time to prevent flooding. The levees are common on the Yellow River floodplain. According to
chorographies, the practice of building ring—shaped levees dated back to the Song and the Jin periods. In
order to protect the Grant Canal and the Ming Tombs, it gradually became popular during the middle and late
Ming Dynasty, which turned out to be one of the main flood—controlling methods for cities on the Yellow
River floodplain. Although there are similarities between levees and city walls, the ring levees, as
flood—controlling facilities, are essentially different from the city walls. The ring—shaped levees were clearly
effective in preventing floods caused by the Yellow River, It impacted the function and layout of the cities,

while shaping the topography and landscape surrounding them.

Keywords: ring—shaped levees, Yellow River floodplain, ancient city, flood control, urban flood
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