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ABSTRACT: The Fengchu architectural foundation cluster located in the central area of the Zhouyuan site,
dating from the early through the late Western Zhou, can be divided into three groups. Dwelling No. 3 was likely

the Zhou temple (grand temple), and group No. 1 and 2 foundation sites were probably the Zhou King’s official

hall and living room, respectively. Dwellings No. 6-10 were an architectural cluster comprising the Kang Palace.
As the political and ritual center of the “Zhou,” the Fengchu architectural foundation cluster was probably used

as a space for ancestral veneration, official activities, and sleeping. The palatial layout principle recorded in Kao
Gong Ji, “Official Hall in Front, Living Room in Back, Ancestral Temple Left, Shrines for Gods of Earth and
Grain Right” was probably not yet practiced by the Zhou royal house.
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