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On The Zhou-Han Architectural Transformation of Ancestral Temples
in Shape and Layout

LiangYun ChenYanzhi LiuTing

ABSTRACT: It is discovered archaeologically that the complex of Zhou-dynasty ancestral
temple as a whole faces south with the buildings in the * iy -shaped’ arrangement inside,
the * [4] -formed’ main halls with offices in the front and residences in the rear, the main
entrance (front gate) right in the middle of the south wall and/or side entrances in the east
and west walls. The plan of the four-sided ancestral temple compound through the Western-
Han to Xinmang times takes the shape of ‘ [1] ’ with one entrance in the four walls each, the
central building having four halls and eight chambers with three entrances in the four walls
each, which strongly symbolizes four seasons and five elements in layout. Viewed from the
sacred music and dance with the month-touring rites, the Western-Han royal temples are
closely alike in feature, which follow the structural and ritual system of the Qin dynasty.
That Emperor Qin II reforms the rites system of temples and shrines in the first year of his
reign connects the Zhou and the Han dynasties transforming the construction of temple
complex in shape and layout. The site at Sijiaoping of Li County is of typical Qin-structured
temple complex. The temple of Ji Miao (supreme temple) founded as Ming Tang in function
(Hall of Enlightenment; Ming Tang in Chinese pinyin) by Emperor Qin I in the first year of
his government is enshrined as Shi Huang Miao (First Emperor’s Temple) by Emperor Qin
IT right after he took throne. The Han dynasty followed the preceding rites and regulations,
which is represented by the ‘Mingtang-styled’ temples popular in the Qin and the Western-
Han dynasties consequently. The construction of Ji Miao is supposed to be in design inspired
by the classics of Lii Shi Chun Qiu- Twelve Ages as the embodiment of the Yueling and
Mingtang thoughts of the Warring States Period.

KEYWORDS: the shape and layout of Temple complex; Zhou Dynasty; Han Dynasty; Ji
Miao; Mingtang;, Yueling

The Founding Meritorious Officials’ and Their Descendants’
Residences in Luoyang of the Tang Dynasty

Lu Yahui

ABSTRACT: The capital city of Luoyang in Sui and Tang Dynasties was broadly divided into
two residential areas, north and south with the Luohe River as the boundary. The Tang-
dynasty founding meritorious officials’ and their descendants were resided anywhere north
and south, yet who preferred to live in the north in view of the factors in military, politics
and flood-controlling as well as the history of urban construction ever since the Sui dynasty.
Geographically, the north residences were situated to the north of Tongji Canal, while the
south distributed around the Nanshi Market in the south of the Luohe River, and some along
the northern Dingdingmen Avenue. The founding statesmen and their descendants resided in
the north area mostly served the government under Li Shimin, Emperor Taizong ( H K5%)
of the Tang dynasty. With the government developing stable politically, the residential area
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around the northern Dingdingmen Avenue was becoming the most favorite of the high-rank
civil and military officials for the sake of its convenient access to the imperial court. Emperor
Taizong ( f# K 2% ) settled the founding officials and their descendants in the open and
high-lying area in the north to the Luo River, which still worked as a conventional system
under the administration of Emperor Xuanzong ( JFHZ7 52 ) that came later.

KEYWORDS: the founding statesmen and their offspring; Luoyang city of Sui and Tang
dynasties; the founding meritorious officials through the Tang Dynasty

On The Sui-Tang Luoyang City Related to The Longmen Grottoes in
Space and Geography

Huo Hongwei

ABSTRACT: This thesis proceeds with the inscriptions and historical archives for the
discussion about the spatial relationship between the Longmen Grottoes as one of the three
Great Grottoes in China and the Sui-Tang capital city of Luoyang. Specifically, the Longmen
Gate (Dragon Gate) originally standing as the southmost coordinate point along the central
axis of Luoyang city in the overall urban plan was becoming a part of the Buddhist shrine
along with the Tang succeeding the Sui dynasty, just as is inscribed ‘the Grottoes rise and fall
along with the city up and down; Second, the municipal administration covered Luozhou,
Henan and Luoyang counties, which are planned with residential areas, markets and temples
in function and architecture to form a strict leveled-society in Luoyang. Viewed from an
overall perspective, the Sui-Tang Luoyang is related to the Longmen Grottoes spatially
and geographically in the way that the south-north is coordinated and the city-Grottoes is
integrated as a whole.

KEYWORDS: Luoyang City of the Sui and Tang dynasties; the Longmen Grottos;
inscriptions on the Buddha status; the city-Grottoes integrated as a whole; archaeology
to capital city

Mugali and His Clan’s Mansions, Fiefs and Cemeteries in Dadu of the
Yuan Dynasty

Maliya - Aihaiti  Lin Meicun

ABSTRACT: As heirs of one of the founding statesmen of the Mongolian Empire, the
descendants of Mugqali held the status only second to the Genghis Khan’s golden family in
the Yuan Dynasty. After the Mongolian army subdued the Jin capital of Zhongdu in 1215,
Mugali was commissioned by Genghis Khan to establish a guard force in Yunyan (present
Beijing). In 1239, Ogedei Khan ordered Su y un¢aq Noyan to move his administrative office
to Xinghe (present Zhangbei County), then it was further eastward to Liaoyang (present
Jinzhou) by Qurm¢i Noyan in 1263. Later, the noyans from the Mugqali lineage constructed
clan cemeteries in their fiefs in Xinghe and Liaoyang successively. In 1265, Qubilai Khan
granted four thousand households of fiscal fiefs to Hantum in Yanjing(now Beijing). The
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