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Pottery Products and Structure of the Pottery—making Workshops Unearthed at the Shang
City of Yanshi
DENG Lingling, CHEN Guoliang, CAO Huiqi, GU Fei, TIAN Miao
(Tianjin 300350) (Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The present work investigated ten pottery kilns and associated features in the pot-
tery-making workshops at the Shang City of Yanshi. Special attention was paid to the primary and sec-
ondary pottery products at the workshops through statistical analysis of the complete and fragmented
pottery. We conclude that during Phases III and IV, pottery kilns were concentrated to the east of the
workshops, where only one single vessel shape and form was usually manufactured and fired; by Phase
V, pottery kilns were densely distributed to the west of the pottery workshops, where pottery of diverse
shapes and forms were fired, including the fine-paste pen-basin, li-tripod, and dakou zun (large-mouthed
wine vessel), all being utilitarian vessels intensively used by the inhabitants within the city. We argue
that the planning and layout of the workshops were apparently taken into consideration by the rulers of
the Shang City of Yanshi and served as part of the craft production zone in the northeastern part of the
city. We suggest that the pottery-making workshops at the Shang City of Yanshi were attached work-
shops in a highly developed economic system. They were mainly used in Phases IV and V, producing
mainly utilitarian vessels for daily use but also artifacts as grave or prestige goods, to meet the needs of
different consumers.

Keywords: the Shang City of Yanshi; pottery-making workshops; pottery kiln; pottery product;
structure and layout
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