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ABSTRACT: After 40 years of archaeological work, including systematic surveys and excavations conducted

Inner City ~ Urban Spatial Pattern

since 2018, the urban layout of the inner city at the Yanshi Shang city have been definitively made clear. These urban
features include city walls, a combined circular and grid-like road system, city gates, water supply and drainage
systems, and their respective formal characteristics. Multiple functional divisions have been distinguished, such as that
of the palatial city in the central-southern part and the storage area in the northwestern part, resulting in a gradually
clearer picture of the urban spatial pattern. Based on archaeological discoveries, this study suggests that the construction
of the inner city occurred during Phase II of the Shang culture at the Yanshi Shang city and was abandoned during
Phase VI of the third period. The site selection adhered to the principle of jingshui ruoze (“along rivers and beside
wetlands”), and the urban spatial layout exhibited a grid-like pattern. The spatial scale of individual units reflected the
concept of fangli erjing (“a square with one /i on each side as one grid unit”). Water supply and drainage canals were
also constructed inside the city. The inner city, with clear planning and spatial functions, represents an important case

for the study of urban planning and construction concepts during the Xia and Shang periods.
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