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Archaeology and the History of Science & Technology in China:
An Historical Perspective

QIAN Wei
(Institute of Cultural Heritage and History of Science & Technology, University of Science and Technology Beijing ,
Beijjing 100083, China)

Abstract The institutionalization of the discipline of the history of science & technology devel—-
oped slightly later than that of archaeology in China, and benefited a great deal from it. Although the
discipline of Chinese archaeology now contains very little of the history of science and technology in
China, the close relationship between the two is evident from the historical perspective. There are
four stages of this history, separated by the years 1957, 1980 and 2004. In the first half of the 20th
century, pioneering historians of science and technology, such as Wang Jin( Wang Chin) , Liang
Sicheng( Liang Ssu-¢h’eng) , Zhu Kezhen( Chu Kochen) and Wang Zhenduo( Wang Chen-to) , kept up
good relations with archaeologists in China. The story about Xia Nai( Hsia Nai) and Ke Jun( Ko Tsun)
is a classic example. Xia Nai wrote a series of research articles on the history of science and technol-
ogy in China, frequently interacting with historians, and promoting adeepermingling of these two dis—
ciplines. With the assistance of Xia Nai, Ke Jun and his archaeometallurgy team conducted important
research on items such as the iron blade of a bronze axe-spear unearthed from a Shang Dynasty tomb,
and the so-called aluminum sample from a Jin Dynasty tomb. Research on archaeometry in China
came into existence in this way, becoming the bridge between archaeology and the history of science
and technology in China. In the coming new era, both will develop along their own trajectory, and
will continue to contribute to China’s academic prosperity in the future.

Keywords history of science and technology, archaeology, archaeometry, Xia Nai ( Hsia
Nai) , Ke Jun (Ko Tsun)



