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The Development of Agriculture in the Time of Yangshao Culture and the Establishment of

Agricultural Society: an Analysis on the Flotation Result of Yuhuazhai Site

Zhao Zhijun
(Beijing 100710)

Abstract: The flotation results uncovered at the Yuhuazhai site, a Yangshao Culture site, indicated

that millet and broomcorn were planted through the typical dry farming method. In the early Yangshao

Culture period, agriculture did not replace hunting and gathering. Wild plants were still an important

source of food for the Yangshao people. Through the development of agricultural skills and society, a-

griculture became a more preferred method of subsistence than gathering. By the late Yangshao Culture

period or even in the Miaodigou time, agriculture replaced gathering and became a major element in the

economy. Thus, agriculture had dominated northern Chinese subsistence strategy since then.

Keywords: flotation result; Yangshao Culture; agricultural production; gathering work
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