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Research on Agricultural Activities of Turpan During Jin to Tang Dynasties:
Taking Crop Remains in Tuyugou Grottoes as An Example
Jing lei, Wang Long, Jiang Hong’ en

Abstract : In this paper, the utilization of grain by ancestors is discussed based on the remains of 6 kinds of grain crops,
such as wheat, foxtail millet and broomcorn millet, unearthed from Tuyugou Grottoes in Turpan, Xinjiang during the Jin and
Tang dynasties, in combination with the unearthed local documents. Through analysis, it is found that wheat, foxtail millet
and broomcorn millet were principal crops and the highland barley was also grown in large quantities, some of which were
used as a feed for livestock. Additionally, black soybeans were found in Tuyugou Grottoes, which could further supplement
the gap in the utilization of leguminous crops here, while the remains of Job’s tears can be used as beads. The coexistence of
different crops indicates that agriculture was developed at such a high degree that it could provide the local residents
sufficient substance to live on at that time.

Key words : Tuyugou Grottoes; Jin and Tang dynasties; agriculture activities
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