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Abstract : Based on the systematic collaction and comparison of animal and plant archaeological research findings, this
paper attempts to summarize the overall context of the economic subsistence development of human society in the
middle reaches of the Yangtze River in the pre —Qin period, and makes a preliminary discussion on the motivation
of its formation and evolution. Since the middle of Neolithic age, rice farming has appeared in the Hubei & Hunan
area in the middle reaches of the Yangtze River, and gradually developed and flourished , and human subsistence has
changed from collection , fishing and hunting to farming and animal husbandry. As a transitional zone of cultural inter-
section between the middle reaches of the Yangtze River and the Central Plains, the middle regions of the Han
River play a role as a bridge for agricultural exchanges. Rice and dry farmings techniques continue to spread north-
ward and southward through the region. Due to the restriction of natural environment and cultural influence, the
structure of subsistence economy of human soceity showed significant differences in different geographical units in the
middle reaches of the Yangtze River in the pre —Qin period. Among them, cultural influence factors should be the
main motivation .

Key Words : Middle reaches of the Yangtze River ; Subsistence ; Rice agriculture ; Animal husbandry
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