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Post—cast Polishing Technique Applied on the Yinxu Bronzes
Zhai Shaodong(Beijing 100710)
Zhu Xuefeng (Handan 056000)
Xu Hongjie (Nanchang, Jiangxi 330025)
Yue Zhanwei, He Yuling (Beijing 100710)

Abstract: Polishing is a process central to bronze production but little attention has been paid to it.
Thousands of stone grinders, in different shapes, were unearthed from the Xiaomintun site at Anyang,
which offers an opportunity to investigate the topic. The present paper, based on replication studies and
microscopic examination of bronzes unearthed at Xiaomintun, proposed that ball-shaped stone grinders,
as well as flat-shaped ones that show a perfect circle on plan view, had unlikely served for polishing cast
bronzes. Stone grinders used for post-cast polishing are mostly made of middle- or fine-grained feldspar
sandstone or detritus feldspar sandstone. Specifically, they were used for making less visible the casting
lines on bronzes, traces left on or between clay moulds, and pits or uneven parts due to casting defects.

Keywords: Yinxu bronzes, stone grinders, post-cast traces, post-cast polishing
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