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Agricultural Production in Sanjiang Plain During the Historic Period of the Han Dynasties
and the Northern Wei Dynasty — Analysis of Flotation Results from the Fenglin Site
of Youyi County in Heilongjiang Province

Zhao Zhijun

Rich charred plant remains were recovered by the flotation technique from the Fenglin site including
crops such as foxtail millet broomcorn millet barley and soybean and weeds such as Setaria viridis barn—
yard grass Chenopodium album etc. The results showed that the Sanjiang Plain in Northeast China had a
prosperous agricultural economy during the period of the Han Dynasty and the Northern Wei Dynasty. The
farming technology was relatively mature. People could choose the appropriate crop varieties according to the
local agricultural conditions. This was the first attempt of archaeobotany in China to adopt the grid sampling
method. The house foundation of F32 was selected to divide the grid to collect the flotation soil samples.
Through the quantitative analysis of plant remains in each grid the distribution pattern of plant remains in

the house were analyzed and then the division of functional areas in the interior space was restored.
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