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ABSTRACT: This paper presents the analytical results of gold wares yielded from the Western Zhou site at
Zaoshugounao, Chunhua county, Shaanxi. In order to understand the manufacturing techniques, a total of four gold wares
were subjected to ultra-depth field microscopic and metallographic analyses. Results show that these objects were made by
hot forging and subjected to annealing treatment. Through SEM-EDS and EMPA examination, it is found that these gold
wares were made of gold and silver alloys. In addition, the results illustrate that there is an enrichment phenomenon of
platinum group elements, suggesting that the ore resource was related to the gold deposit in the black argillaceous rock series
from the south Qinling mountains. The manufacturing techniques and potential provenance of ore source together indicate

that ancient communities in the Wei River valley might have been knowledgeable in gold mining and object manufacturing.
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