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Rope—shaped Horse Tack Unearthed from Miaoshanjian site in Quzhou of Zhejiang Province
WANG Dan (Beijing 100101)
WANG Haiming  LIU Yong (Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310014)

Abstract: The present paper reports scientific examination of rope-shaped horse tack unearthed
from the Miaoshanjian site in Quzhou, Zhejiang Province. Scientific data on ramie ropes of the Western
Zhou period were fully described. Combing relevant literature and archaeological findings and particu-
larly taking into consideration the unique properties of ramie fibers, we propose how the rope made of
ramie fibers were used and for what purposes. The ramie rope discovered inside horse tack at the
Miaoshanjian site has been so far the earliest case that combined ramie fibers with leather. It is also the
earliest case that uses ramie rope for holding bronze ornaments at relatively fixed positions.

Keywords: the Western Zhou period; ramie; horse tack; leather; combination; fixed position
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