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Abstract ;: The archacological excavation of Yanshi Shangcheng has lasted for nearly 40 years. A small number of jade
articles have been unearthed in the site. We made a comprehensive inspection of the dozens of this time and learned
about the cultural characteristics of these jades from material selection to processing technology. The jades of Erligang
culture mainly inherits the long—time jade technology tradition of the Central Plains. Handle —shaped ornaments and
utensils inlaid turquoise unearthed with copper bells are important sacrificial vessel of Erlitou culture. These ritual ves-
sels have been preserved and applied to a certain extent in Erligang culture. A kind of animal, bird or portrait
shaped jades with regular shape and toothed edge appeared in Yanshi Shangcheng site. This kind of jade articles was
very common in the late Shang Dynasty, the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. In addition, a
small amount of jade articles made of Nephrite or Nephrite material may came from other areas.
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