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Exploration of Agricultural Practice of the Early Qin People:
A Focus on Plant Remains in Maojiaping Relic in Gangu
Liu Jiaqi, Yang Ruichen, Zhao Zhao, Zhao Zhijun

Abstract: The Maojiaping relic is one of an important cultural relics of early Qin culture. There are 47 flotation samples
collected during the period from 2012 to 2013, which contained 94478 carbonized plants, including foxtail millet, wheat, barley
and millet as the main part, and some soybean. In addition, there were some non—crop remnants such as Poaceae, Fabaceae,
Chenopodiaceae, and Iridaceae, etc. According to the quantitative analysis, Maojiaping people mainly engaged in the multi—crop
dryland farming with equal attention to foxtail millet and wheat from the Western Zhou Dynasty to the Warring States period, and
soybeans didnt become an important crop until the Spring and Autumn period. At the same time, Maojiaping people also used
some forage resources such as Medicago, Melilotus officinalis, Lespedeza bicolor, and Iris lactea to feed domestic animals. Being
affected by the environment and culture, the Qin people in Maojiaping first accepted wheat as well as barley and then planted
them extensively, which was totally different from the east area of Hangu Pass. It was not until the Eastern Zhou Dynasty that
wheat and barley had been gradually widely cultivated in the areas along the Yellow River.

Key words: the Maojiaping relic; the Qin people; agriculture; equal emphasis on foxtail millet and wheat; Xirong (the

generic term for all the minorities in the northern western areas in ancient China)
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