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The Preliminary Study of the Agricultural Production Mode of the
Central Plain during the Late Yangshao Period

ZHONG Hua ZHAO Zhi-jun

(Institute of Archaeology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The Central Plain in the late Yangshao Period was different from the situation of the unifica-
tion of the Miaodigou culture. It was faced with many challenges, such as the serious imbalance of regional
cultural development, the intensification of competition, the strong influence of foreign culture and so on.
The development and change of agricultural production mode in this period and the motivation behind it are
worth analyzing. Based on the analysis of the plant remains unearthed at the Shuanghuaishu site (including
1426 foxtail millets, 305 broomcorn millets, 5 rices, and 7 soybeans) and the Bangou site (including 637 fox-
tail millets, 16 broomcorn millets andl rice), synthesizing with the plant data from the other late Yangshao
sites in the Central Plain, it is found that the dry farming mode dominated by foxtail millet formed in the Mi-
aodigou period has been continued, and the agricultural farming system is relatively extensive. Soybeans be-
gan to appear generally, although the number is still relatively low. The amount of rice found in the late Yang-
shao sites has been significantly increased (802 in the Xinjie site, 648 in the Miaodigou site, 738 in the Tu-

men site, 2589 in the Suyang site, 668 in the Wanggou site), and even a new agricultural production mode of
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both rice and millet mixed cropping has been formed in the Xinjie site. The importance of rice in different
sites is affected by many factors such as the location, culinary tradition and settlement level of the site; Dur-
ing this period, the communication between the Central Plain and the surrounding areas increased greatly,
and the transmission of crops and the migration frequency of people also raised unprecedentedly.

Key words: The Central Plain; the late Yangshao Period; agricultural production mode; archaeobotany
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