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Sanctified Animals at the Sanxingdui Site: Initial Examination of Bronze Statues with Animal
Figures Unearthed from the Sanxingdui Burial Pits
SUN Hua (Beijing 100871)

Abstract: The combination of human and/or animal figures is noticed on many God statues, sacred
beasts, bronze altars, offering utensils, and ritual paraphernalia unearthed from the burial pits at the
Sanxingdui site. The bronze statue with a bird body and a human’s head probably was materialized im-
ages of the three gods to the Sanxingdui people, namely the Sun God, Gou Mang (or Can Cong, a dei-
fied ancestor of the ancient Shu state), and Yu Jiang (or Bo Guan, a deified ancestor of the ancient Shu
state). The bronze sacred beasts supporting the bronze altars with offerings should be an integrated,
mystified form of the rhinoceros, elephant, tiger, and bird. Similar to the Fei Lian in historical docu-
ments, these beasts were responsible for escorting the shamans in ascension. Furthermore, the Sanxing-
dui’s dragons can be subdivided by the absence/presence of horns, and they too symbolized the posses-
sion of power. The designs and elements of the sacred beasts, their position and display, and their sym-
bolic meanings enhance our understanding of the function and significance of the Sanxingdui burial pits
as well as of the human-god relations in the Sanxingdui societies.

Keywords: Sanxingdui; bronzes; sacred beasts; God statues; shamans
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Brief Report of Excavation of Tombs of the Han Dynasty to the Six Dynasties along the
Chuanshangang Railway in Ningbo of Zhejiang
School of History, Wuhan University (Wuhan, Hubei 430072)
Ningbo Institute of Cultural Heritage Management (Ningbo, Zhejiang 315032)

Abstract: From May 2016 to April 2017, the Ningbo Institute of Cultural Heritage Management (for-
merly the Ningbo Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology) and Wuhan University s
School of History carried out excavations at tombs discovered along the Chuanshangang Railway. A total
of 45 tombs were cleaned up, most of which are brick tombs with abundant burial goods such as glazed
pottery hu-jar, glazed pottery bu-jar, pottery double-eared guan-jar, grit-tempered lei-wine jar, and porce-
lain wan-bowl. Tombs are dated to the Han Dynasty, the Six Dynasties, or from the Song Dynasty to Ming
and Qing Dynasties; however, many of them are dated to the Han Dynasty or the Six Dynasties. Tombs of
the Ming and Qing Dynasties are poorly preserved. The excavations of tombs of the Han Dynasty to the
Six Dynasties offer important new materials for understanding funeral customs and socio-economic con-
ditions in the present Ningbo-Shaoxing area as well as the lower Yangtze River valley.

Keywords: Ningbo-Shaoxing area; Chuanshangang Railway cemetery; Han Dynasty; Six Dynasties
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