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Abstract: This paper argues that the house no. F14 at the Taixi Shang-Dynasty site in Gaocheng is
closely related to salt production. A re-examination experiment using contemporary samples of the same
species demonstrates that the plant seeds unearthed from the Taixi site can be used in key steps in salt
production. Geological information and GPS-based mapping show that the region possesses the necessary
material conditions for salt production. Two large-mouthed shallow wells and pit no. H132 correspond to the
structural characteristics of salt wells and brine pits respectively. The house no. F14 at Taixi may represent a
more primitive form of salt production using a stoveless heating method than the prehistoric salt production

technologies found in Sichuan, Chongqing and Shandong regions. The Taixi site may be a salt production

site in the inland Central Plains region during the Shang Dynasty.
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