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The Salt Boiling Process in the Late Shang and Western Zhou Dynasties
in Northern Shandong
FU Yonggan

Abstract: On the basis of an overall grasp of the unearthed remains, the paper integrates the information
of scientific and technological analysis, simulation experiments, literature records, ethnography and other
aspects, and systematically studies the salt boiling process in the late Shang and Western Zhou dynasties in
northern Shandong Province in three links: the construction of salt boiling workshops, the production of
brine and the boiling of brine into salt. The paper focuses on the shape, construction and repair methods of
the core facilities of the salt boiling workshop, such as the salt stove and the brine making system. The paper
also focuses on the nature and function of several types of relics that are controversial in the academic circles,
such as pit-pond, plant ash and sedimentation ditches, etc.. It is believed that the salt boiling workshop uses
plant ash to adsorb impurities and improve the concentration when making brine in the pit, and then removes
the sediment and plant ash through the sedimentation ditch. In the process of boiling brine into salt,workers
add brine and take out salt at the same time to continuously obtain salt. At the same time, the basic operation
steps of workshop construction, brine production and boiling brine into salt have been specifically restored.

Key words: northern Shandong; late Shang and Western Zhou dynasties; salt boiling; process



