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The Preliminary Study of Grape ( Vitis) Uncovered from the Archaeo-
logical Sites in China & on the Cultivation Possibility of Native Vitis
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Abstract: In recent years, with the increasing abundance of grape (Vitis) remains unearthed from ar-
chaeological sites in China, scholars have gradually attracted attention to its utilization in various periods and
whether it had been cultivated or domesticated by the ancient people. However, due to the sporadic archaeo-
logical discoveries and the defects of grape seed remains, the relevant research has been difficult to carry out
in-depth. By analyzing the grape seeds unearthed in three important periods from prehistory to historical peri-
od, this paper discusses the utilization of local Vitis plant resources and tries to explain the possibility and
motivation behind the cultivation of local grape plants by ancient people in China, based on the background

of archaeology. By analyzing the data of native Vitis seeds in three key periods, it was found that although
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the shape and size of Vitis seeds in these three periods had no obvious difference in each era, they might re-
flect the different utilization modes. Combined with the charcoal of fruit trees and other archaeological evi-
dence, we believe that the ancestors may have started the artificial cultivation of grape plants (Vitis) from the
Late Neolithic Age to the Early Bronze Age, which may be directly related to the high development of agri-
culture, the increasing differentiation of social strata and the frequent exchanges between sites and regions at
that time. In addition, these factors greatly promoted the rapid development of early civilization, even the fi-
nal formation of early countries.

Key words:native grape (Vitis); Eurasian grape (Vitis Vinifera); cultivation attribute; archaeobotany
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2 Evin A, Bouby L, Bonhomme V, et al. Archacophenomics of ancient domestic plants and animals using geometric mor -
phometrics: a review. Peer Community Journal, 2022, 2: e27.
(3 Zohary D, Hopf M, Weiss E. Domestication of Plants in the Old World. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012: 125.
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(D Zohary D, Hopf M, Weiss E. Domestication of Plants in the Old World. New York: Oxford University Press, 2012: 121
124.
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@ B RE BARENLE . QRS H Sl 2014 4E0R 045 B K400, (Al %35 )2016 4545 119 .

@ B TRATE G (RS BRI PR 25 SR B o), (RO )20 18 4145 6 1

® ¥ LB T RGO N AR a8tk e A A 038 17 10 i 1) S R ST U AR AE B T A R asd ), (N 224 )
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(D Sherratt A. Cash—crops before cash: organic consumables and trade. In: Gosden C, Hather J (eds). The prehistory
of food: appetites for change. London: Routledge, 1999: 13 - 34.
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