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Crop Structure and Regional Differences in Agriculture During the
Zhou Period in Jiangsu
Huang Yuan' Wu Wen-wan® Zhang Hua®
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Abstract: Agricultural production was a cornerstone of the socioeconomic system in Jiangsu during the
Zhou period. The crop assemblage evolved from rice, millet, and broomcorn millet in the late Shang period to
include rice, millet, broomcorn millet, wheat, barley, and soybeans by the Western Zhou period. Among these,
millet and wheat, both dryland crops, exhibited significant growth in some settlements. In northern Jiangsu’s
Xuhai region, two agricultural patterns coexisted during the Zhou period: dryland farming, as exemplified by
the Miaotaizi Site, and a combined rice and dryland farming system, as seen at Dongniedun and Wanbei
sites. These combined systems could be further categorized into rice—dominant and dryland crop—dominant
types. In the southern Ningzhen region, Zhou—period settlements displayed diversity in agricultural practices,
ranging from the wheat—dominant mixed system at Dingjiacun to the rice—dominant system, supplemented by
millet cultivation, at Sunjiacun. The agricultural practices in Jiangsu during the Zhou period reflect both the
shared characteristics of mixed rice—dryland farming prevalent in central China and the distinctive regional
and settlement—level variations.

Key words: Jiangsu; Zhou period; agriculture; mixed rice and dryland farming; regional differences
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