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Exploring the Boundary of the Erlitou Site Based on Stratigraphic Probing Survey Data
LIAO Yinan, WANG Hui, ZHAO Haitao
(Beijing 100101)

Abstract: In recent years, archaeological excavations have deepened our understanding of the inter-
nal settlement patterns and capital layout of the Erlitou site. However, the external boundary of the site
remains unclear, particularly in the southwest, where cultural remains are mixed with natural deposits,
complicating research. This study utilizes stratigraphic data from archaeological probing surveys con-
ducted between 2023 and 2024, applying geomorphological and sedimentological methods to analyze
the stratigraphic and depositional features of the site's peripheral areas. The findings reveal that the 27
drilling cores reflect three distinct depositional environments in the southwestern part of the Erlitou site
during the Erlitou period: the site area, floodplain area, and riverbed area. Erosion, transportation, and
deposition by the Yi and Luo rivers, along with frequent flood events, caused varying degrees of damage
to the site's remains. Additionally, the fragmented and irregular boundary of the Erlitou site is partly at-
tributed to the local geomorphological environment characterized by small lakes and ponds.

Keywords: Erlitou site; southwestern boundary; archaeological probing survey; stratigraphic data;

depositional environment
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