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ABSTRACT: This study presents the results of stable carbon and nitrogen isotope analysis on Zhou Dynasty horse
remains from five chariot-horse pits excavated in Zhengzhou, Luoyang, and Sanmenxia. The findings indicate that horses
found in Western-Zhou nobles’ tombs were primarily fed with foxtail millet and its straw, while Eastern Zhou horses had
diets with a higher proportion of grass and wheat. Horse husbandry strategies also varied regionally during the Eastern Zhou
period; for instance, horses in the Zheng and Han states consumed more wheat and grass compared to those in the Guo
state. Isotopic comparisons suggest that horses buried in large pits came from multiple sources, while those in smaller pits
likely originated from single farms. These results offer valuable insights into the scale of horse husbandry and agricultural

transformations in the Central Plains during the Zhou Dynasty.
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