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ABSTRACT: Micromorphology is a critical method for investigating site formation processes at

Site Formation Process ~ Tongtiandong Site
microscopic scales, providing evidence for environmental reconstruction, identification of depositional units
or occupation events, and interpretation of human behavior. Currently, this approach remains underutilized
in Chinese Paleolithic archaeology. The micromorphological analysis of Tongtiandong site in Xinjiang
demonstrates the method’s significance for Paleolithic research in China. This study provides high-resolution
data on depositional dynamics and the pattern of human occupation at the site, offering new reference points for

understanding formation process of cave sites in northwestern China and fresh evidence of human adaptation in
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high-altitude montane environment.
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