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ABSTRACT: Based on an understanding of the hydrological features of the Jian River alluvial plain, the Sanxingdui
city was strategically located on an inter-river platform within the alluvial plain. The relatively stable Yazi River served as the
primary and reliable water source for urban development. By taking advantage of the natural topography and regional water
system, water branches from the Yazi River were channeled from the northwest of the site, moats were excavated, and city
walls were constructed. This resulted in a water network that was internally and externally connected, with a clearly defined
hierarchy of primary and secondary channels. The urban water system played a key role in shaping urban space throughout
various stages of development, enabling the effective control and utilization of regional water resources. This reflects a

fundamental principle of ancient water management: adapting to natural conditions.
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