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ABSTRACT: The pottery molds unearthed from the bronze foundry site at Xiaomintun Locus
Southeast are of great significance to the periodization of the bronzes of Yinxu Site and the dating of the
bronzes betw een the late Shang and early Western Zhou Dynasties. Based on a close estimation to the date
of 2000AGH 31, we can solve the dating issues of the related bronzes, and can also infer that the bronze
workshop was still in action in the early Western Zhou Dynasty. T he fact that the produds of those
pottery molds have not been found so far in Yinxu Site could be related to “Dividing up the gains from

Yin” by the Zhou people who just conquered the Shang.
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