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ABSTRACT: Kingfishershaped bronze ornament is a kind of smalksized artifact unearthed in the
Southwest China, to date 25 pieces of which have been found. Except for very few ones which are not
archaeologically discovered, most of them are recovered from burials. According to the styles of the
burials and the coexisting artifacts, these kingfisher ornaments mainly belong to the Eastern Han Dynasty
with some later ones to the ThreeKingdoms Period. In addition to that of the kingfisher, some orna
ments are also made in the shapes of jars, coins, fish and winged humans. By analyzing the connotations
of these ornaments, we can confirm that the kingfisher-shaped ornament is a special talisman or symbol
showing the desires of good fortune, richness and immortality and so on of the people at that time. The

kingfishershaped bronze ornament can be used as components of money tree and also can be used inde

pendently.
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